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7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-& excellent -deteriorated - unaltered -& original site 
- good -ruins 2- altered -moved date 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The George Oscar Thompson House, Tazewell County, is a handsome dwelling picturesquely 
s i t e d  i n  Thompson Valley. Thomas Mastin Hawkins, a well-known master bui lder ,  was respon- 
s i b l e  for  constructing the Thompson house i n  1886-87. Hawkins b u i l t  approximately twenty 
houses i n  the Tazewell area  from 1870-90, and most a r e  re la ted  i n  form and de t a i l .  Like 
Hawkins's other houses, the Thompson residence is marked by i ts  simple form and prac t ica l ,  
coherent design. 

. , 

The Thompson house is a two-story, T-shaped frame s t ruc ture  t h a t  is underpinned by 
limestone ashlar .  Small shed-roofed additions a t  e i ther  s ide  of t he  rear  e l l  have not 
compromised the in tegr i ty  of the  or ig ina l  form. The e n t i r e  s t ruc ture  is covered by a 
standing-seam metal roof. Corbeled i n t e r i o r  chimneys break the roof slopes a t  three points. 
The eaves, which break in to  gables a t  the south, eas t ,  and west elevations,  are  a d i s t in -  
guishing feature  of Hawkins's work. A deep cornice enriched by sawn brackets c i r c l e s  the 
house. Corners a r e  marked by .corner boards. The fenestra t ion pa t te rn  of the  or ig ina l  por- 
t i o n i s  2/2 sash. Except for  the  e l l  and addit ions,  a l l  windows aye capped by window hoods 
supported by small sawn brackets. A one-story porch supported by chamfered posts  embel- 
l ished with sawn brackets protects  the  center bay of the three-bay facade. Attention i s  
drawn to  the center bay of each s tory because of the  special  treatment given to  the openings. 
The f i r s t - f l oo r  entrance i s  framed by a transom and s ide l igh ts  and p i l a s t e r s  on e i t he r  s ide  
of the door. This ensemble is then framed by a simple architrave and cornice supported by 
two brackets. There is a balustrade a t  the second s tory ,  and s ide l igh ts  expand the opening 
to  three par t s .  Valuable documentation l inking Hawkins to the house surfaced when an 
entrance door p i l a s t e r  p l in th  was replaced. On the  back of the or ig ina l  p l in th ,  a pencil 
inscr ipt ion read: " m i d  ( s i c ) - b y  Thomas M. Hawkins Seniour ( s i c )  the  Fourth day of July 
1887". The house had no c e l l a r  u n t i l  t h i s  century when one was excavated t o  f a c i l i t a t e  
the i n s t a l l a t i on  of a .furnace. . . .  

The Thompson house i n t e r i o r  is a var ia t ion of the Georgian plan as  evidenced by the 
syrmnetry of the exter ior  massing. The center passage is par t i t ioned l a t e r a l ly  t o  form two 
chambers, each containing a s t a i r  to the second f loor .  The f ron t  passage separates  the 
parlor and a bedroom; the r ea r  h a l l  divides dining and family rooms. The f i r s t - f l oo r  e l l  
is used as  a den. A l l  second-floor rooms function a s  bedrooms, except for  the e l l  chamber 
which is divided in to  a bath and storage area.  In t e r io r  trim is simply executed throughout 
the house. Baseboards encircle  a l l  rooms, and a l l  f i r s t - f loor  mantels a r e  p la in  and 
uncarved, charac te r i s t ic  of most l a t e  19th-century woodwork found throughout t h i s  area. A 
s t a i r  which linked the f i r s t - f l oo r  southwest bedroom t o  the room above has been removed, 
as  has a s t a i r  a t  the rear  of the  e l l  t h a t  provided access between f loors .  The two handsome, 
curved s t a i r s ,  positioned back to back, each i n  a separate room, i n  the center  passage 
space, a r e  s t y l i s t i c a l l y  typ ica l  of the  Victorian period. Each has a substant ia l  turned 
newel post and two turned balusters  per  tread.  The f ron t  s t a i r  is the more ornate. Both 
were probably ordered from woodworking catalogues ra ther  than craf ted loca l ly .  When the 
ce l l a r  was excavated, the  c lose t  under the  rear  s t a i r  was opened, and a s t a i r  was ins ta l led  
t o  provide access t o  the  ce l l a r .  of special  note a r e  the  t races  of sullivanesque wallpaper 
t h a t  once covered the c lose t  wall .  

The Thompson house has several  dependencies, including a f i ne  limestone spring house. 
Especially important a r e  the  one-room log s t ruc ture  and the 14-story frame s t ruc ture  which 
t rad i t ion  Suggests were the f i r s t  and second houses of the  Thompson family. Other outbuilding! 
include barns and sheds for  animal and farm implement storage. 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
X 1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation law - science 
- agriculture -economics -literature -sculpture 
_1L architecture -education - mliitary - social/ 
- art - engineering -music humanltarian 
-commerce - expiorationlsenlement - philosophy -theater 
-communications - industry - poiiticslgovernment t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1886-87 BuilderiArchitect Thomas Hawkins 

Statement of Signiticance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - 

The work of Thomas Mastin Hawkins, a well known and talented master builder of Tazewell 
County, the  George Oscar Thompson House was erected i n  1886-87 for  Thompson, whose uncle 
i n  1814 purchased the land on which it stands. While the house i s  a blend of t rad i t iona l  
and popular l a t e  19th-century a rch i tec tura l  idea ls ,  i ts  d e t a i l s  and composition a re  qu i te  
sophisticated and surpass i n  qua l i ty  those usually found i n  t h i s  remote county. !Two 
e a r l i e r  dwellings a l so  survive on the property: a l a t e  18th- t o  ear ly  19th-century log 
house and a large frazne farmhouse, which was erected i n  three stages between 1831 and 
1851. Associated h i s to r i ca l ly  with the Thompson family, who pioneered i n  the settlement 
of t h i s  area i n  the  18th century, the  three houses a r e  s ign i f ican t  as  a ra re  archi tectural  
continuum, representative of nearly two centuries of cu l tura l  development i n  southwestern 
Virginia. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The land on which the George Oscar Thompson House stands is located approximately 
f ive miles south of Tazewell i n  Thompson Valley, s i t e  of an Indian massacre i n  the 1770s. 
The valley takes its name from a Scotch-Irish immigrant family who s e t t l e d  i n  t h i s  p a r t  
of Tazewell County jus t  a f t e r  the  American Revolution and whose descendants held continuous 
possession of t h i s  property f o r  almost a century. The construction date of the  log house, 
the  e a r l i e s t  of three surviving dwellings on the property, i s  unknown; bu t  there  is l i t t l e  
doubt t ha t  the  log s t ruc ture  was already standing when William Thompson acquired the land 
from William Brooks i n  1814. Thompson's deed of t h a t  year par t icu la r ly  referred to  "the 
dwelling house of W i l l i a m  Brooks," as  w e l l  a s  to the 156 acres of farmland.1 

In  1821 William Thompson sold the 156 acres and the log house to  Archibald Thompson, 
h i s  brother. The deed spec i f ica l ly  included " . . . the  house and grea te r  p a r t  of the improve- 
ments where W i l l i a m  Brooks, Jr., formerly l ived. .  ."2 The Tazewell County tax  books l i s t  
the property but do not indicate  any improvements; t h i s  may be explained, however, by the 
very low r a t e  for  taxing improvements i n  t h a t  county and by the small s i z e  of the  log 
house. Archibald Thompson married i n  1821 and two years l a t e r  was appointed l ieutenant  i n  
the county m i l i t i a .  In  1831 he added $100 worth of improvements, and t h i s  addition may 
represent the construction of the  e a r l i e s t  p a r t  of the  frame farmhouse. Thompson added 
fur ther  improvements to the property i n  1840 ($501 and 1851 ($250), by which time the 
farmhouse probably had assumed i t s  present form. In  the meantime he a l so  had acquired 
553 acres of land from the e s t a t e  of John Brooks and 82 acres from h i s  fa ther ,  John Thompson. 
The 1850 census describes Archibald Thompson, age f i f ty - three ,  as a successful farmer who 
w i t h  h i s  wife Polly had s i x  children and owned r ea l  e s t a t e  valued a t  $5,000. 

Archibald Thompson died i n  1878, a f t e r  having served f o r  many years a s  magistrate and 
postmaster for  Thompson Valley. The ult imate he i r  of h i s  residence was h i s  youngest son, 
George Oscar Thompson. George Oscar, born i n  1839, married Mattie Hopkins i n  1873; they 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The 16 a c r e s  which comprise t h e  George Oscar Thompson House nomination include the  
main house, t h e  two e a r l i e r  dwell ings,  and a l l  farm bui ld ings .  

MEH 

8. SIGNIFICANCE 

had four chi ldren .  I n  1886 he  engaged T. M .  Hawkins t o  e r e c t  a new residence f o r  h i s  
growing family. 

According t o  a newspaper account which appeared soon a f t e r  h i s  death i n  1908, Thomas 
Mastin Hawkins began a s  a carpenter  and l a t e r  i n  l i f e  became a con t rac to r  on a l a r g e  sca le .  
H i s  contemporaries remembered him a s  a c a r e f u l ,  t rustworthy,  and s k i l l f u l  workman who b u i l t  
some of t h e  b e s t  dwelling houses i n  this area .  H i s  memorialist  a l s o  noted t h a t  " i n  r e l i g i o n  
he  was a B a p t i s t ,  i n  p o l i t i c s  a Democrat, and i n  both  r e l a t i o n s  he  was zealous,  unwavering 
and uncompromi~ ing . "~  Firmness and resolu teness  a l s o  charac ter ized  h i s  work a s  a bu i lde r .  
Hawkins, who o f t e n  took t h r e e  years  t o  complete a house, once s t a t e d  t h a t  he  b u i l t  a house 
t o  s tand one hundred yea r s .  On t h e  back of an o r i g i n a l  entrance door p l i n t h  of t h e  George 
Oscar Thompson House (now replaced) t h e  following i n s c r i p t i o n  i s  s t i l l  l e g i b l e :  "maid (sic)  
by Thomas M.  Hawkins Seniour ( s i c )  t h e  Fourth day of Ju ly  1887". Other notable Hawkins 
houses i n  the  Tazewell a r e a  include t h e  Alexander S t .  C l a i r  House, t h e  Bane House, t h e  J. 

Oscar Cor re l l  House, t h e  Georqe W .  G i l l e s p i e  House, and t h e  John S i x  Blace. 

George Oscar Thompson d ied  i n  1906, and, under a deed of p a r t i t i o n  of  t h a t  year ,  the  
residence pa rce l  went t o  h i s  daughter,  Mary G .  Thompson. In  1911 she  s o l d  t h e  property 
t o  Samuel B. Ward. On h i s  death i n  1932, r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  house devolved on h i s  
widow, Margaret Hayter Ward. The house is now t h e  res idence  of Sam Ward Bishop, grandson 
of  Samuel B. and Margaret Ward. 

MTP/RAC 

l ~ a z e w e l l  County Deed Book 2, p. 211. 
2 ~ a z e w e l l  County Deed Book 3 ,  p.  384. 
30bituary of  Thomas M. Hawkins, Clinch Valley News, Apr i l  10,  1908. 
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